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Maggots seen in Jackson-area prison’s food 


Complaints continue under 
new Florida-based contractor 


Paul Egan 
Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


LANSING - Officials found maggots in food 
in three separate incidents at a Jackson-area 
state prison this summer, countering expecta- 


“We feel (the issues) 
have not been resolved.” 


Anthony Stewart, warden at Cotton prison 


tions that a change in contractors marked a sig- 
nificant reversal in the state’s prison food 
woes. 

The discoveries at G. Robert Cotton Correc- 
tional Facility came amid ongoing complaints 
and concerns about lack of sanitation, insuffi- 
cient staff training and food shortages involv- 
ing Michigan’s prison food contractor, Florida- 
based Trinity Services Group, according to rec- 
ords obtained under Michigan’s Freedom of In- 
formation Act. 


Corrections officers and managers say there 
is a strong connection between food problems 
and prison unrest, meaning contaminated or 
poor quality food can be a security issue. 


Maggots in and around food were an issue 
with the state’s former prison food contractor, 
Philadelphia-based Aramark Correctional Ser- 
vices, whose three-year, $145-million state 
contract ended more than a year early, by mu- 
tual agreement of the state and the contractor, 
in 2015. 

The new records, obtained under FOIA by a 
department employee and provided to the Free 
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Trump bump 
sends 401(k)s 
skyrocketing; 
can it last? 


The stock market, like many things, has 
been anything but boring ever since Donald 
Trump won the presidential election. 

The Dow Jones Industrial Average has bro- 
ken one record after another and gained more 
than 5,275 points in about a year. It closed 
Friday at a record 23,539.19 points, up 22.93 
points or 0.1%. 

Overall, the Dow is up nearly 29% since 
Nov. 7, 2016, the day before the election. 

“The consensus was if Trump wins, the 
markets will crash,” said Josh 
Brown, CEO of Ritholtz Wealth 


an! Management in New York and 
ae l a contributor on CNBC’s “Half- 

J = , time Report.” 
SN But Trump’s election — and 
A the ensuing turmoil in the 
Donald White House — has rocked the 
Trump experts, not the stock market. 


What’s sending stocks 
higher? Experts point to all sorts of drivers — 
healthy economies overseas mean global 
markets are hitting records, the U.S. jobless 
rate dipped to 4.1% in October, the U.S. econo- 
my grew at a brisk 3% annual rate in the third 
quarter, and corporate profits are strong. 

Trump’s approval ratings may be falling 
but all the U.S. stock indexes — including the 
Standard & Poor’s 500 and the NASDAQ — 
are breaking records. The S&P 500 is up about 
21% since Nov. 7, 2016, and NASDAQ is up 
nearly 31%. 

Even so, experts urge caution. They say 
you should watch your debt and keep your 
portfolios balanced because the streak might 
not last. 

While stocks have gone up each year since 
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Carrie Matula embraces a woman after the fatal shooting i in Sutherland Springs, Texas, on ‘Sunday. NICK WAGNER/AUSTIN AMERICAN-STATESMAN VIA AP 


GUNMAN OPENS 
FIRE AT TEXAS 
CHURCH, KILLING 
AT LEAST 26 


Officials say children among victims; assailant found dead 


John Bacon 
USA TODAY 


A black-clad gunman opened fire Sunday at 
a rural church outside San Antonio, killing at 
least 26, including several children, and 
wounding at least 10, law enforcement officials 
said. 

The killer, pursued by a good Samaritan 
with a gun, was found fatally shot a short time 
later in a neighboring Texas county, said a law 
enforcement official who was not authorized to 
comment publicly. 

Authorities did not immediately identify a 
motive for the attack at First Baptist Church of 
Sutherland Springs, and they did not officially 
identify the gunman. But two law enforcement 
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